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THE MEDUSAE OF THE EAST CHINA SEA*

Gao Shangwuj

- (Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

. ABSTRACT

The present paper deals with the Medusae collected from the East China .Sea by
“the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica, during 1959 and 1975-—1978. A total of
seventy-mne species belonging to Aothomedusae (8 specles) Leptomedusae (15 spe-
cles), Trachymedusae (4 species), Narcomedusae (3 speeles), S1phonophorae (42
species), Scyphozoa (2 species), and Ctenophora (5 species) are. identified. of
, these Rosacea plicata, Amphicaryon acaule, Vogtia glabra, Sulculeolaria monoica, Len-
sw conoidea, L. cossack, L. challengem L. hotspur, L. “tottonts; L. meteors, L. ~fowlert,
Ceratocymba sagittata, Nausitho punctata and Pelagw noctiluca are recorded for the
first time from China waters and Eosacea; plicata, Amphwaryon acaule Vogtm glabm ‘
Sulculeolaria monoica, Lensia. conozdea L. campanella, L. fowleri, L. challengeri, L.
hotspur, L. tottomi, L. meteors, * Budowodes mztm -Ceratocymba - sagittata, Abyla
haeckeli, Abylopsis eschsholtzi, Nausithoé punctata and Pelagic noctzluca are reeorded
for the first time from the East China Sea, .
The Medusae fauna of the East China Sea is composed mamly of warm-water spe-
cies (about 70. 8% of the total number of speeles), and the rest are neritic warm-tem-
perate specles ‘ s ‘

The Medusae of the East China Sea is dominated,‘by Diphyes chamfissonis,,Mug—
giaca atlantica, Pleurobrachia globosa and Aglaura hemistoma, of which the first three
species distributed mamly in the waters off Zhejiang coast, Aglwwm hemzstoma dlstm-
buted mainly in offshore Wa,ters

The number of- species of the Medusae of the East Chma Sea decreased with the
mereasmg of ' latitudes. : Co

On the basis of the pattern “of thelr latltudmal distribution, the Medusae in this.
region may be divided into three ecological groups: (1) eurythermal and low-salinity
form, (2) high- temperature and low—sahmty form, (3) hlgh temperature and " high-
sahmty form. '

A comparison of the species composition of the Medusae fauna of the East Chma
Sea with those of neighbouring waters shows that the East China Sea fauna is related
more closely to the South China Sea than to the Yellow Sea and the Bohai Sea.

* Contribution No. 546 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.



